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Personal Input

In the future | want to become a professional lawyer, and this is the main reason | take part in such
contests and similar projects as it gives me a lot of knowledge, incentive and practical skills. The
contest “Trial by Jury” helped to better understand the nuances of this new system that has been
introduced in Georgia not while ago. | really liked the mock jury trial, where | noticed a lot of details
and different opinions that gave me a new insight on the jury trial system complexity. Thanks to all
the initiators of the essay contest for giving such great opportunities to students.

Essay “Trial by Jury — You Decide!”

He is sitting next to me. | look at him from the corners of the eyes: Looks like he has gotten twice
smaller from when | first met him. It is obvious-he is nervous! He has his sweat covered hands
crossed- he is praying. My heart squeezes with pain and the feeling of heavy Burdon of my
responsibility gnaws me as an angry dog. — my fingertips become numb. — | can’t pray.

| know from the very first meeting- he is innocent, but investigation just does not have another
suspect. For a prosecutor it’s one other case and he is not going to look into the details. During all
the meetings he acts like he is in a hurry to go home. He irritates me- not because he is my
adversary, rather because “ he is guilty” attitude of his worries me. He does not engage in the
conversation as if he is inherently confident that he is right and he is trying to convince the judge of
the same with an arrogant and careless behavior characteristic of the law enforcement agencies.

Something that prosecutors get stripped of over the years is Humanity. Person’s true engagement --
which would allow me to show to the jurors a person sitting and praying next to me is not a
stereotype defendant- he is innocent: he is a good citizen, a friend, a son, a husband and a father.

On one hand it would be fair if public decides under own responsibility if person in front of them is
an offender. At the same time, verdict shall be based on evidence examined during a trial which is
more democratic and a strong guarantee of the adversariality of process and equality of parties.

Because case materials don’t support that my client is guilty, all that prosecutor has got at his hands
is just doubts. And the jury will have a very important principle to act on- any doubt shall be decided
in favor of the defendant. Jurors will vote for a not guilty verdict first- and this too is very good for
him.

If jurors don’t consider case materials and render a guilty verdict, a presiding judge will be able to set
a verdict aside- because it will obviously contradict with the evidence examined in the court.

If it will be a not guilty verdict defendant will be released immediately. Verdict will be final and
could not be appealed.

| cannot pray. My eyes are fixed at one spot. | put my hand on his crossed fingers. | am not nervous.
| am not thinking. | know he will go back home today.

People rise and their noise suddenly hits the air in the room.

“ All raise, Court is in session”.
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