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The Tbilisi International Jazz Festival –

co-funded by the Embassy of the United States of America

The Embassy is also co-funding Bob Mintzer's and Tbilisi Big Band's concert July 2.

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
Tickets can be purchased at:

Eastern Promotions 

8, Marjanishvili Street, Tbilisi, 

tel: 95 40 01 or 94 00 76

Check out the Eastern Promotion website for more information on the festival at www.easternpromotion.com.
	June 30, 9 P.M.

Tania Maria    (AKA Correa Reis Maria)

Tbilisi Philharmonic Concert Hall

Ticket Price GEL 50.
	2 July 2, 9 P.M.

Bob Mintzer And Tbilisi Concert Orchestra

Tbilisi Philharmonic Concert Hall

Ticket Price GEL 50.
	July 3, 9 P.M.

Al Jarreau

Tbilisi Philharmonic Concert Hall

Ticket Price GEL 80.

	July 3*

Bob Minter Quartet

"Joy" Club
	July 4*

Dennis Rollin

"Joy" Club
	July 5*

Alfred "Pee Wee" Ellis

"Joy" Club


*No ticket reservations possible.  "Joy" club performances are only for members of the festival.  A membership fee of GEL 270 grants free access to all festival performances.

STOLEN WALLET ADVICE 

Calling the credit card companies isn't enough. 
Unfortunately, within a week of having stolen a wallet, thieves can:

· order an expensive monthly cell phone package

· apply for a VISA credit card

· have a credit line approved to buy a Gateway computer

· receive a PIN number from DMV to change driving record information online, and more.  

But here's some critical information to limit the damage in case this happens to you or someone you know. 

As everyone always advises, cancel your credit cards immediately, but the key is having the toll free numbers and your card numbers handy so you know whom to call.  Keep those where you can find them easily. 

File a police report immediately in the jurisdiction where it was stolen, this proves to credit providers you were diligent, and is a first step toward an investigation (if there ever is one). 

If you have access to a flat-bed scanner, copy everything in your wallet once yearly and have a record of what was there; account numbers, etc. 

But here's what is perhaps most important: 

Call the three national credit reporting organizations immediately to place a fraud alert on your name and SSN.  The alert means any company that checks your credit knows your information was stolen and they have to contact you by phone to authorize new credit.  

The numbers are: 
Equifax: 1-800-525-6285 



Experience (formerly TRW): 1-888-397-3742 * 



Trans Union: 1-800-680-7289 

Social Security Administration (fraud line):1-800-269-0271 

Note that if you carry your social security card in your purse or wallet, a thief would have full access to your SSN.
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AMERICAN CITIZENS SERVICES

Hours: Mon – Fri  3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Consular Entrance located at: Orbeliani 5, Tbilisi

Phone: (995)(32) 989967   Fax: (995)(32) 922953

For after-hours emergencies involving American Citizens:  (995)(32) 989967, ext. 4133

Web site: http://www.web.sanet.ge/usembassy
                  http://www.travel.state.gov
e-mail:     consulate-tbilisi@state.gov
	There is no higher priority of the U.S. Department of State

than the protection and welfare of American citizens.

Passport Renewal/Lost or Stolen Passports: 

All passport renewals are now being sent to the U.S. so that your new passport can include a photo‑digitized image and other enhanced security features.  Please apply early to renew expiring passports.  The consular section will continue to issue limited validity passports for emergency travel.  It is helpful to keep separately in your records a copy of your passport and your Georgian visa in the event your passport is lost or stolen.

Embassy Registration: 

We encourage American citizens to register with the Embassy.  This helps us get you information -- especially in case of emergency.   Registration forms are available in the consular section.

Security: 

Crime in Tbilisi has reached critical levels.  Americans and other Westerners walking alone in the city after dark have been frequent victims of violent beatings associated with robberies.  Incidents of pick- pocketing, purse snatching, and cell phone theft are common. While there is no indication that crime as a whole is increasing in Tbilisi, Americans must be aware that Westerners are perceived as being rich and therefore lucrative targets for crime.  All Americans are advised to be cautious while traveling around town during the day, and not to walk alone after dark in the city.  Visitors should use personal cars or taxis door-to-door after dark.  Americans should travel in pairs or groups and exercise common sense security precautions.  If possible, travel with a fluent Georgian (or Russian) speaker.


A message from Newly-Arrived Ambassador Richard Miles:





Dear Members of the American Community in Georgia:


I was very pleased to be nominated by President Bush as Ambassador to Georgia.  My wife, Sharon, and I have looked forward to our arrival for several months and we are happy to be here.  This is an exciting time in Georgian-American relations, and Sharon and I intend to work hard to promote U.S. interests in the Caucasus.  These interests include helping the Georgian Government and the people of Georgia to continue on the path of democratic political and economic reform.





Since my arrival, I have been busy meeting people and familiarizing myself with the political and economic situation here.  I want to take this opportunity to express my commitment to providing assistance to American citizens, American non-profit organizations, and American businesses.  I know that you are involved in a number of charitable and commercial activities ranging from humanitarian assistance and democracy building to the promotion of American products and services overseas.  





We have met many of you already, and we hope in the future to become personally acquainted with many more members of the American community in Georgia.





Sincerely,


Richard Miles








Overseas Citizens Voters Week


June 30 to July 6
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MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT!


Overseas voters are eligible to vote in primary, runoff, and special elections in addition to the general election on Tuesday, November 5, 2002.  Primary Elections for some states began as early as March.  For this reason, the consular section has prepared a one-page information sheet on how to register to vote and request an absentee ballot and is ready to assist you in completing all the necessary steps to making your vote count.  Please stop by the consular section or visit our web site at � HYPERLINK http://www.web.sanet.ge ��www.web.sanet.ge� /usembassy for this information.





If you would like the Embassy’s Voting Assistance Officer to assist your company or organization with voter registration and absentee ballot requests, please contact the consular section.  Or if you simply need Federal Post Card Application for your employees, please let us know and we would be happy to supply them for you.





(Richard Miles was born in 1937 in Little Rock, Arkansas. He grew up in rural and small-town Indiana. After serving in the Marine Corps from 1954 to 1957, he obtained degrees from Bakersfield College, the University of California at Berkeley and Indiana University. He is also a graduate of the U.S. Army Russian Institute, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. Mr. Miles and his wife, Sharon, worked for the South Carolina Voter Education Project from 1964 to 1967 in the field of voter registration and political leadership training.  He entered the Foreign Service in 1967 and has served abroad in Oslo, Moscow, Belgrade, as Consul General in Leningrad (now St. Petersburg), and as Principal Officer of the U.S. Embassy Office in Berlin, as Ambassador to Azerbaijan, as Chief of Mission to Belgrade, and as Ambassador to Bulgaria.)





Changes to Consular Fees





The main objective of the adjustment in consular fees is to ensure that the true costs of consular services are recovered through user fees to the maximum extent appropriate and permitted by U.S. law.  As a result of new data on the cost of services, most fees are being increased.





Effective August 19, 2002, the consular section will charge the following fees:


First time adult passport, replacement for a lost/stolen passport issued to an adult -- $55 application fee + $30 execution fee


Renewal of an expired passport -- $55


Passport for a minor child -- $40 application fee + $30 execution fee


Consular Report of Birth Abroad of a Citizen of the United States -- $65





The following fees took effect June 1, 2002:


Temporary Visa Application fee -- $65


For single entry visas, we no longer charge Georgians an issuance fee; the issuance fee for multiple entry visas was decreased to $130.


Immigrant visa petitions -- $130


Notarials -- $30 for the first document, $20 for each subsequent document


Authentications -- $30


Overseas Trust Accounts -- $30
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