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2002 Foreign Service Written Examinations (FSWE):

We are pleased to announce that the FSWE will be given twice this calendar year, on April 13 and September 21, 2002. There are no limitations on the number of times the examination can be taken this calendar year - spread the word.
Eligibility requirements:

To take the examination and to enter the Foreign Service, you must be:

· a U.S. citizen;

· 20 years of age at the time of the exam and 21 years of age at time of appointment;

· available for worldwide assignment;

· not previously separated from the foreign service for retirement, expiration of time in class, retirement based on relative performance or separation for cause.

Test locations and registration materials:

The FSWE will be offered in approximately 200 locations nationwide and at most of the 260 Foreign Service posts.  Registration materials are now available on the department's website: www.careers.state.gov.  Applicants will again be able to register electronically directly on the internet. Registration booklets will also be available for those without internet access.

Deadlines:

Applications for the April 13th exam are to be received by March 4, 2002 for foreign test sites, and March 11, 2002 for domestic test sites.

Study guide order forms:

Order forms for the 2002 study guide are located at the end of the registration booklet, or can be downloaded from the department of state website. The guide may be ordered by phone from ACT at (319) 337-1429 or fax (319) 337-1578.  The guide is not available through the Department of State.





Important Contact Information for the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy
25 Antoneli Street

Tbilisi 380026

Tel.: 995-32-989967

Fax: 995-32-922953

E-mail: consulate-tbilisi@state.gov 

http://www.web.sanet.ge/usembassy 

http://www.travel.state.gov 

Hours for American Citizens Services:

Mon – Fri:  3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Except for American and Georgian holidays.

Tax Time – 


Tips for Americans Overseas





Some items of interest:


Foreign Earned Income Exclusion Amount Increased


Filing Deadline for all Americans living overseas is JUNE 15th – make sure to mark your Form 1040 with “Taxpayer Abroad” and attach a statement certifying that you were resident outside the U.S. on April 15th.  (If you owe taxes, however, keep in mind that interest begins accruing April 15th regardless of where you reside.)


The following are just some of the tax forms and instructions are available in the consular section:


W-7 – Application for IRS Individual Taxpayer ID number


1040 A - Instructions and Applications


1096 - Annual Summary and transmittal of U.S. Information Returns


2350 - Application for Extension of time to file Tax Returns


2688 - Application for Additional Extension of Time to file Tax Returns


4868 - Application for Automatic Extension of Time to file Tax Returns


8582 - Passive Activity Loss Limitation


8615 - Tax for children under 14


9465 - Installment Agreement Request


Tax Guide 2001


Instructions for Form 2555


Employer’s Tax Guide


Mutual Fund Distribution


Basis of Assets


Sales and other dispositions of Assets


Corporations


Partnerships


Installment Sales


Business Expenses


Self-employment tax


Depreciated Property Placed in Service before 1987


Charitable Contributions


SS for religious workers


Divorced and Separated individuals


Taxpayer Rights


Additionally, the most recent issue of ‘American Citizens Abroad News Report’ contains further information concerning taxes.  Several copies of this issue are available in the consular waiting room.





   On December 5, 2001 the consular section hosted an orientation and reception for our new wardens.  We appreciate their generous donation of time and energy for the benefit of the American community in Georgia.


   It is with regret that we inform you that Friedl van den Bossche is leaving the country and will no longer be acting in this capacity.  For that reason, you may notice some slight adjusting of wardens and warden groups.


   As always, we ask that you encourage any Americans to register with the consular section so that we can include them of any warden or administrative messages.





URGENT NOTICE


California, Illinois and Texas to Hold Primary Elections in March 2002


California, Illinois and Texas hold primary elections in March 2002.  If you are a resident of one of these states, you may be eligible to vote in the primary election as well as the general election in November.  See specific state instructions in Chapter 3 of the 2002-03 Voting Assistance Guide on line at � HYPERLINK http://www.fvap.ncr.gov ��http://www.fvap.ncr.gov�, or call the American Citizens Services section for instructions and assistance. 


California holds its primary election on March 5th.  The registration deadline is February 19th.  California allows you to send the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) for registration and absentee ballot by fax (be sure to include your fax number and party affiliation).  After faxing, submit the FPCA by mail.  At the discretion of the county elections official, a blank ballot will be faxed back to you.  California does not allow you to return the voted ballot by fax. 


Illinois holds its primary election on March 19th.  


Texas holds its primary election on March 12th. 


For Official Americans in Tbilisi:  Due to pouch delays, all who normally use a Department pouch mailing address should use an alternate address when requesting ballots.  Those who have already sent in FPCAs with a pouch address as their mailing address will have to send in new, signed FPCAs to notify election boards of the change of address.





American Citizens Abroad News Report – 


Issue 2001-No. 4





(available in the consular waiting room)





Other items of interest covered in this issue:


ACA – Who they are and what they do.


Government Report on Census Count of Overseas Americans.


Guarding Against Credit Card Fraud
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MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT!


Overseas voters are eligible to vote in primary, runoff, and special elections in addition to the general election on Tuesday, November 5, 2002.  Primary Elections for some states began as early as March.  For this reason, the consular section has prepared a one-page information sheet on how to register to vote and request an absentee ballot and is ready to assist you in completing all the necessary steps to making your vote count.  Please stop by the consular section or visit our web site at � HYPERLINK http://www.web.sanet.ge ��www.web.sanet.ge� /usembassy for this information.





SAFETY AND SECURITY IN GEORGIA


The Interior Ministry has set up a 24 hour telephone hotline – 99 93 55 –for anyone having difficulties with police negligence or police involvement in criminal activity.  It is staffed with an English speaker.  This phone number is also for anyone having trouble with the police.  The newly established Criminal Investigative Department which is responsible for the protection of rights and interests of foreigners has activated the following hotline number – 92 09 68.  This special department has been created to combat crime committed against foreigners living in Georgia.


The Embassy’s 24 hour emergency number is 989967, ext. 4133.  


(For bona fide emergencies involving American citizens only, please.  


Routine matters should be deferred to the consular section during business hours)
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